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MERCHANT & GOULD P C. 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

name.- thaT ' ^ ^'"'^^ P"'* "^^^ '^'''^^ ^« ^ below next to my 

I verQy believe I am the origmal, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 

The specification of which 
a. □ is attached hereto 

iiSfeSS^'^ b«MliB asde. Til. 35, U„i»d States Code, § 1 19/365 <,( „y foragn appli„a»(=) f«, patot or mv^or's 
Sis M >■.... 1,0 ,d»a(ied Wow »y foreign applicdo. for pate., o, i„ve»S SsficK LW. fdi* <SI^re 

tliat(;ifthe apphcatton on Ac basis ofwhich priority is claimed- ">^"i<^ 

*■ nOao such apphcations: have been filed. 

^- ^jsuch alpphcatiois h^e been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPUCATfON(S^. IF ANY. CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 DSC 6 1 1» 



COCNTRY 

I* 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF nUNG 
(day, month, year) 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



AU, FOREIGN AI>PLICATION(S), IF ANY. FILED BEFORE THE PR IORITV APPLICATION^) 



CQUNTRY 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, ycar^ 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



L^w f I ™' ^"^'^ ^"^"^ § ^^"^'^^^ ^'f United States and PCT ii^temational application(s) listed 

below and. msofax as jhe subject matter of each of dxe claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United StJt^TSSontth^ 



|_ U.S. APPLICATION >luMB£R 


DATE OF FaiNG (day, month, year) 




1 09/131084 


08/07/1998 


STATUS (patented, pendinj;, abandoned^ 
patented (6.1 1331 8) 


1 08/474097 


06/07/1995 


patented (5,795,105) 


1 08/130298 


10/01/1993 


abandoned 


08/056986 . v 


05/04/1993. ' 


;&bandoned 


07/957598 ■ ] - 


10/06/1992 


abandOTkcd 
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I hereby appomt the following attomey(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this appUcation and to transact aJI business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: m me raiem ana 



Albrecht, John W. 

All, M. Jefifer 

Anderson, Gregg 1. 

Batzli, Brian H. 

Beard, John L. 

Bems, JohnM. 

Black. Bruce E. 

Branch, John W. 

Bremer, Dennis C. 

Bruess, Steven C. 

Byrne, Linda M. 

Campbell, Keidi 

Carlson, Alan G, 

Caspers, Philip P. 

Chiapetta, James R. 

Clifford, John A. 

Daigaault, Ronald A. 

Daley. Dennis R. 

Dalglish, Leslie E. 

Doj^on, Julie R. 

De|&ies Smith, Katherine M- 

Di|i|tro.MarkJ. 

Edf H, Robert T. 
Ep|*R.yan. Sandra 
Gliab. Robert J. 
GoMin, Matthew J. 
Goifi, Charles E. 
Gcfliban, Alan G. 
G<Mild, John D. 
Grf gson, Richard 
Grf sens, John J. 
Haper, Samuel A, 
Haimre, Curtis B. 
H^^On, Kevin C. I 
He|idj>erg,BrettA. 
HiOfon, Randall A. ■ 
Holzer, Jr., Richard J. 
Johnston, Scon W. 
Kadievitch, Natalie D. 
Karjeker, Shaukat 
Kastelic, Joseph M. 
Kettelberger, Denise 
Keys. Jeramie J. 
Knearl, Homer L. 
Kowalchyk, Alan W. 
Kowalchyk, Katherine M. ■ 



Reg. No. 40,481 
Reg. No. 46,359 
Reg. No. 28,828 
Reg. No, 32,9<)0 
Reg. No. 27,612 
Reg. No- 43,496 
Reg. No- 41,622 
Reg.No.4L633 
Reg. No. 40,528 
Reg. No. 34,130 
Reg. No. 32,404 
Reg. No.P-46,597 
Reg. No. 25,9.'>9 
Reg. No. 33,227 
Reg. No. 39,634 
Reg. No. 30,247 
Reg. No. 25,968 
Reg. No. 34,994 
Reg. No. 40,579 
Reg. No. 36,414 
Reg. No. 42,157 
Reg. No. 28,707 
Reg. No. 20,187 
Reg. No. 39,667 
Reg. No. 40,620 
Reg. No. 44,125 
Reg. No. 26,896 
Reg. No. 38,472 
Reg. No. 18,223 
Reg. No. 41,804 
Reg. No. 33,112 
Reg. No. P^6,754 
Reg. No. 29,165 
Reg. No.P-46,759 
Reg. No. 42,660 
Reg. No. 3 1,838 
Reg. No. 42,668 
Reg. No. 39,721 
Reg. No. 34,196 
Reg. No. 34.049 
Reg. No. 37,160 
Reg. No. 33,924 
Reg. No. 42,724 
Reg. No. 21,197 
Reg. No. 31,535 
Reg. No. 36,848 



Lacy, Paul E. 
Larson, James A. 
Leon, Andrew J. 
Liepa, Mara E. 
Lindquist, Timothy A. 
Lycke, Lawrence E. 
McAuJey, Steven A. 
McDonald, Daniel W. 
Mclntyre, Jr., William F. 
Mueller, Douglas P. 
Pauly, Daniel M. 
Phillips, Bryan K. 
Phillips, John B. 
Plunkett, Theodore 
Prendergast, Paul 
Pytel, Melissa J. 
Qualey, Terry 
Reich, John C. 
Reiland. Earl D. 
Schmaltz, David G. 
Schuman, MarkD. 
Schumann, Michael D. 
Scull, Timothy B. 
Sebald, Gregory A. 
Skoog, Mark T. 
Spellman, Steven J. 
StolI-DeBell, Kirstin L. 
Sumner, John P. 
Swenson, Erik G. 
TeUekson, David K. 
Trembath, Jon R. 
tuchman, Ido 
Undeitill, Albert L. 
Vandenbxirgh, J. Derek 
WahUohnR. 
Weaver, KarrieG. 
Welter, Paul A. 
Whipps, Brian 
Whitaker, John E. 
Wickhem, J. Scot 
Williams, Douglas J. 
Witt, Jonelle 
Wu, Tong 
Xu, Min S. 
Zeuli, Anthony R. 



Reg. No. 38,946 
Reg. No. 40,443 
Reg. No. P-46,869 
Reg. No. 40,066 
Reg. No. 40,701 
Reg. No. 38,540 
Reg. No- 46,084 
Reg. No. 32,044 
Reg. No. 44,921 
Reg. No. 30,300 
Reg. No. 40,123 
Reg. No. P-46,990 
Reg. No. 37,206 
Reg. No. 37,209 
Reg. No. 46,068 
Reg. No. 41,512 
Reg. No. 25,148 
Reg. No. 37,703 
Reg. No. 25,767 
Reg. No. 39,828 
Reg. No. 31,197 
Reg. No. 30,422 
Reg. No. 42,137 
Reg. No. 33,280 
Reg. No. 40,178 
Reg. No. 45,124 
Reg. No. 43,164 
Reg. No. 29,1 14 
Reg. No. 45,147 
Reg. No. 32,314 
Reg. No. 38,344 
Reg. No. 45,924 
Reg. No. 27,403 
Reg. No. 32,179 
Reg. No. 33.044 
Reg. No. 43,245 
Reg. No. 20.890 
Reg. No. 43,261 
Reg. No. 42,222 
Reg. No. 41,376 
Reg. No. 27,054 
Reg. No, 41,980 
Reg. No. 43,361 
Reg. No- 39,536 
Reg. No. 45,255 



represented unless/until I iiistruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary onsentea atter tull disclosure to be 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address bdicated below: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O-Box2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disclose informatioi^Haterial to patentability, 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The pubhc interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an appHcation is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated witii the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defmed in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in die application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to die patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in die manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

( 1 ) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information akeady of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

iO 

( 1 ) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

^8 
or c.=. 
ill 

f'fi 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

|y 

p (ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A f>Pima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
prfponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
sp0fication, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
pa|e|itability. 

I* 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with die inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom tiiere is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the appHcant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

1^ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



